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I can find no evidence whatever in support of the state-
ment made by Lelong in 1888 that "The Australian Navel
was introduced by Louis Wolf skill in 1874." The success-
ful importation of the true Bahia took place as follows :
In 1870 William Saunders, then in charge of the govern-
ment propagating grounds at Washington, D. C., through
the assistance of a lady missionary stationed at Bahia,
Brazil, had twelve trees of the Bahia Navel orange propa-
gated and sent to Washington in tubs. All twelve of these
were true Bahia, and after being placed in the greenhouse
at Washington were used indiscriminately as a source of
buds from which were propagated a number of trees for
distribution, many of which were later sent to Florida and
California. All twelve of these original trees for some
reason passed out of existence. The first lot propagated
was distributed to California and Florida, and one tree
from this lot was planted in the orange house at Washing-
ton, where it still remains. The common idea that this
tree in Washington is the original tree imported is wrong.
It was propagated from one of the original twelve.
The active settlement of Riverside, California, began
about 1870, and was extensively advertised in the East
by Judge North, the founder of the Colony. Among other
settlers attracted were Luther C. Tibbet and wife. Early in
1873 Mrs. Tibbet (Fig.3) was in Washington just previous
to starting to her new home at Riverside, California. While
visiting the government propagating gardens, Mr.
Saunders offered to give her some trees of this Bahia
orange and she gladly accepted two trees, which she carried
to California, where she and her husband planted them
beside their cottage in Riverside on land which they had